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HEALTH SERVICES BILL 2016 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.12 pm]: Thank you, Mr President. I have very little to add, because 
I know time is ticking by. However, I am concerned about some of the effects of this legislation on regional health 
service delivery and the like. Many services that we once had in the wheatbelt are no longer provided. The 
wheatbelt is in need of health infrastructure, and obstetric and gynaecological services in Northam and Merredin, 
and certainly in Katanning. I will wind up my comments there. I have more to say, but I am aware of the time and 
the importance of continuing with this debate. 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Planning) [5.13 pm] — in reply: I thank 
members for their contribution to the debate on the Health Services Bill 2016. I appreciate that the opposition takes 
an opposing view to this bill, but I also thank Hon Lynn MacLaren for her support for the bill. I will not go through 
some of the matters that were raised about expenditure on health and the government’s record, which perhaps fall 
outside the ambit of the bill. I take on board the views of members opposite. I take a different view, but there we go. 
I will now go to some of the specific issues that were raised. Hon Ken Travers referred in his contribution to 
patients and patient care and made reference to the second reading speech. I take on board what he said. However, 
I refer also to the objects of the act at clause 4(a) to (g), and the functions of the board, which include a number of 
requirements to monitor and improve the quality of health services provided by health service providers. That is 
clearly about patients. Therefore, a number of mechanisms in the bill deal with the matters that Hon Ken Travers 
raised. 
In terms of the implementation of the bill, which was raised by both Hon Alanna Clohesy and Hon Darren West, up 
to June 2015, each health service had local governing councils that acted in an advisory role. These came out of the 
national health reforms in 2010–11 by the former Rudd government. New boards have been set up to help the 
health services prepare to become statutory authorities. This is based on experience over east on the proper set-up of 
boards. 

In terms of budget reporting and annual reports, which was a specific issue raised by Hon Ken Travers, I can 
confirm that WA Health through the Department of Health will receive a single budget and an annual 
appropriation. The bill has specific provisions and requirements for the department to recommend to the minister 
the allocation of resources in each health service provider, which includes part 5 as an example. This will be set 
out in service agreements with detail on services to be provided, funding, performance measures and targets. 
Each health service provider will, however, be required to prepare and table an annual report but there will be 
only one single budget and annual appropriation for the overarching Department of Health. 
Hon Ken Travers: Do you know if the budget papers will then be broken up by those five areas or will it be 
done as it is now by service area so that the ability to reconcile the two is just about nonsensical? 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: As I understand it, there will be one budget but five service areas. Having said all 
of that with respect to the annual report, this will account for the resources allocated each year to the health 
service providers’ services delivered, the key performance indicators and the like. I also understand that 
departmental officers have been briefed by the Treasurer and the Auditor General on this approach and they are 
supportive of it. 

In terms of the query about the Financial Management Act provision in clause 62(2), this has been specifically 
inserted to allow for a health service provider’s staff to hold money for patients under prescribed circumstances, 
which will be set out in the regulations. An example is that of a person who might enter an emergency 
department with thousands of dollars in their wallet and no obvious next of kin. They may be unconscious for 
a period of time, so it enables the health service provider’s staff to hold those funds. That is just one example that 
I have been given, but I am happy to get more detail as required to the member because I appreciate that he takes 
a particular interest in these issues. 
In terms of private hospitals and the Hospitals and Health Services Act 1927, WA Health regulates the private 
hospitals, day hospitals and private psychiatric hostels. This regulation of private facilities remains the same and 
is a replication of what exists in the present Hospital and Health Services Act. 
Finally, with respect to accountability, this encapsulates a number of matters raised by members. The bill sets 
out very clearly the powers, roles and functions of the minister, director general and the boards of the health 
service providers. The bill will provide a more robust and contemporary framework across WA Health and bring 
more accountability for the expenditure of funds and the delivery of services. Provisions in the bill include 
requirements for service agreements, accountability and financial provisions, and investigations, inspections and 
audits to strengthen the overall accountability of WA Health to the Parliament and the community for the 
delivery of quality services. 
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Again, I thank members for their contribution to the debate on the bill. This government believes that it is an 
important bill in respect of governance, and given that it is replacing an act that is over 80 years old, it is 
important that it is delivered. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (18) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Jim Chown Hon Peter Katsambanis Hon Michael Mischin 
Hon Ken Baston Hon Peter Collier Hon Mark Lewis Hon Simon O’Brien 
Hon Liz Behjat Hon Donna Faragher Hon Lynn MacLaren Hon Brian Ellis (Teller) 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Nick Goiran Hon Rick Mazza  
Hon Robin Chapple Hon Dave Grills Hon Robyn McSweeney  
 

Noes (7) 

Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Martin Pritchard Hon Sally Talbot Hon Samantha Rowe (Teller) 
Hon Sue Ellery Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson Hon Ken Travers  

            
Pairs 

 Hon Phil Edman Hon Kate Doust 
 Hon Paul Brown Hon Adele Farina 
 Hon Alyssa Hayden Hon Stephen Dawson 
 Hon Helen Morton Hon Darren West 
Question thus passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Donna Faragher (Minister for Planning), and passed. 
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